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4. If the memorial is to be a physical structure, the advice of 
competent artists, architects, or other experts should be enlisted 
with a view not only to producing a creation whose dignity and 
beauty shall be in harmony with the dignity and beauty of the offer- 
ing made by the nation's defenders in the Great War, but one which 
shall also worthily advertise to coming generations the taste and 
spirit of achievement of the present one. 

5. If the memorial decided upon is to take the form of a build- 
ing or other similar structure, the question of its location should not 
be treated as an isolated one. Rather it should be determined with 
reference to a general city plan which takes into consideration not 
only the present state of development of the city but also its probable 
lines of future growth. If the memorial is to be a building, due 
consideration should be given the question of the possible need of 
future additions to it, with respect to choice both of grounds and 
of building plans. 

6. Finally, it should be remembered that the initial cost of 
a building or other structure is only the beginning of the investment. 
So long as they shall endure, all such structures will involve a cost for 
maintenance and administration. To erect a memorial which later 
shall be permitted to fall into disrepair or decay would be worse 
than to erect no memorial at all. Forethought should be taken, 
therefore, to avoid this contingency or its alternative of unduly 
burdening the community with the proper upkeep of the memorial. 
To erect a memorial which shall in time become a white elephant 
will not serve the desired end of inspiring coming generations with 
gratitude for their forbears who offered their lives to the nation 
in the Great War. 

THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

"I shot an arrow into the air, 
It fell to earth, I know not where." 

Thus sang the poet; but we do not intend to permit his 
words to apply to the efforts many members have been 
making in support of the membership drive. Two appeals 
have been made to the membership of the Society to cooperate 
with the administration in building up our numbers. Several 
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score members have responded to these appeals; some have 
recommended names of friends to be canvassed from the 
Superintendent's office; some have themselves canvassed 
friends and taken their application and initial membership 
dues ; some members have done both these things. The great 
majority, however, have not responded to the appeal of the 
chairman of the membership committee for cooperation. 
Reference to another page of this Magazine will show that 
about eighty members have joined the Society in the last 
three months. Some of these would have joined had there 
been no membership drive, but the great majority joined as 
a result of it. If through the cooperation of a small minority 
of the Society four score members have been gained in a 
few weeks' time, what would not be accomplished if to their 
efforts should be joined those of the great, and, as yet, inac- 
tive majority? One member has said that the Society should 
have 3,000 members ; another has put the ideal at 7,000 ; and 
still another chides us for not having 30,000. We much fear 
that our weak heart would not withstand the excitement of 
realizing even the more moderate of these estimates, but we 
are willing to risk the experiment. We are putting our best 
not only into this Magazine, but also into the many other 
activities of the Society. To the many members who have 
already cooperated in the membership drive we tender on 
behalf of Mr. Lacher and the membership committee our 
hearty thanks. Will not those who as yet have not responded 
to the membership appeal make it possible for us to extend 
thanks to them in the next issue of the Magazine? 

A MYTH OF DANE COUNTY EXPLODED 
We once compiled a lecture on "Some Myths of Ameri- 
can History," and on divers occasions afterward delivered it 
to more or less complacent, not to say enthusiastic, audiences. 
In the Madison Democrat of December 29, 1918, J. Paul 
Pedigo seems effectively to have punctured a myth of long 



